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Abstract
Kurdish Contributions to Historical Thought
(Abdullah Cevdet and the Concept of Future History)

Abdullah Cevdet (1869—1932), a prominent Kurdish intellectual, introduced innovative ideas
that expanded historical thought. Among his significant contributions is the conceptualization
of “future history,” a groundbreaking idea he articulated as early as 1913. This concept, which
gained prominence in academic and cultural discourse by the 1940s, underscores Cevdet's role

as its first known proponent.

Cevdet viewed history as more than a record of past events—it was a dynamic tool to shape
the present and envision the future. He argued that history should not only recount what has
been but also project what could be, encouraging societies to imagine their trajectories based
on historical understanding. For the Kurdish people, his ideas resonated deeply as they sought

to establish their identity in a rapidly changing world.

Cevdet emphasized that historical awareness should empower communities to construct a
shared vision for their future. While the term “future history” is now widely used in fields
like historiography, art, and speculative fiction, Cevdet's writings from 1913 predate these
applications by decades. Unlike speculative fiction’s imaginative approach, his vision of future

history was grounded in realism and strategy.

He urged societies to draw on historical lessons to guide their progress, positioning himself as
the true originator of this concept—a fact often overlooked in modern scholarship. Cevdet’s
approach to history was not an abstract academic exercise but a practical framework for nation-
building. He saw history as a means for the Kurdish people to connect with their heritage while
envisioning a unified and prosperous future. By integrating past experiences with forward-
thinking strategies, Cevdet sought to inspire leaders to overcome present challenges and
achieve long-term progress. Despite his pioneering contributions, Cevdet’s role in developing
the concept of future history remains largely unacknowledged. Most modern references to
the term focus on its later Western applications, neglecting his earlier work. This oversight
highlights a significant gap in historiographical research. Recognizing Cevdet’s contributions
is essential not only for historical accuracy but also for broadening the global intellectual
narrative to include non-Western perspectives that have shaped historical thought. Cevdet's
ideas remain relevant today as communities face complex challenges requiring historical

awareness and strategic foresight.
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His vision offers a methodological framework for navigating contemporary issues and redefining
societal trajectories. For the Kurdish people, his work provides a foundation for reclaiming
their historical narrative and envisioning their future with agency and purpose. Globally,
his approach challenges conventional historiography by advocating for a forward-looking,
transformative use of history. Ultimately, Abdullah Cevdet’s articulation of future history was a
call to action—a challenge to use history as a tool for shaping a better future. By recognizing
his legacy, all his vision of history as a force for empowerment and progress, reaffirming its

transformative potential in guiding societies toward their aspirations will be discussed.

Keywords: Future History, Abdullah Cevdet, Discourse, Kurdish Historical Thought, National

Identity.
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